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The NATO Debate 
 

Club member and international defence and political analyst, 
Howard Wheeldon, has views on the current NATO debate 
which he has published this week:  Coupled with his take on 
the ongoing story is a comment on the media and its 
treatment of the subject.  It makes interested reading for club 
members.  He says: 
 
There has been much discussion surrounding remarks made by 
NATO Secretary General, Jens Stoltenberg over the weekend 
when he ‘warned’ US President-elect Donald Trump that “going it 
alone is not an option, either for Europe or for the United States”. 
In an article published in the Guardian, Stoltenberg writes that, 
following Donald Trump’s election, “the West is now facing its 
biggest security challenge for a generation” and he argues that 

“now is the time to nurture what unites under ‘strong American leadership” adding that “The only 
time NATO has invoked its self-defence clause, that an attack on one is an attack on all, was in 
support of the United States after the 9/11 terrorist attacks [since when] hundreds of thousands 
of European soldiers have served in Afghanistan and [during which] more than a thousand paid 
the ultimate price in an operation that was a direct response to an attack against the United 
States”.  
 
While it is understandable that the head of NATO should respond to spurious and unfortunate 
remarks made by Donald Trump back in 2015 when the now president elect suggested that the 
collective defence system [i.e. NATO] was “obsolete” I do not read this to suggest that Trump 
will attempt to take the US away from the NATO alliance structure or indeed, that this indicates 
that the US would seek to walk away from supporting Europe. But it is to suggest, and rightly so 
as I said last week, that Europe must now pay a higher cost of defence and accept that the 70% 
of NATO costs that are currently paid for by the US must be better spread around all NATO 
allies.  
 
It was pleasing to see the Chief of Defence Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Stu Peach countering 
the Stoltenberg view by saying that he was sure that Donald Trump will [continue] to fully 
support NATO’s ongoing commitment to provide security. “NATO is”, ACM Peach said “a very 



durable and enduring collective security organisation and in that role it’s very important that we 
honour that commitment. I have every confidence” he said “that commitment will be honoured 
should that be necessary”. 
 
On all the above points I completely agree and while I accept that the NATO chief was probably 
correct to proffer some kind of response to what Donald Trump had earlier reportedly said, I am 
in complete agreement with the UK view that while there can be no complacency in regard to a 
change in attitude that has been witnessed in voting out of what we may call conventional 
government structure in favour of an as yet unknown quantity, NATO will continue to endure.  
  

Brussels 
 
That, of course, is not the view of all NATO members and 
press and media in the UK lost no time and has been 
quick to note that while our Foreign Secretary, Boris 
Johnson declined to accept a short notice invitation from 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel to attend a private EU 
meeting yesterday (Nov13) to discuss the election of 
Donald Trump as the next President of the USA, what they 
failed to mention for the most part is that the French 
declined as well. Foreign Ministers of all EU nations will 
meet today in Brussels as previously arranged but the 
conspiracy theory that Johnson snubbed the invitation 
because he wanted no part in it was completely wrong.  
 
Just as the French were also committed to the act of 
remembrance following the tragic events of a year ago in Paris, so too was Boris Johnson 
committed to the act of remembrance in Whitehall and places elsewhere yesterday as well.  
 

Media 
 
All of which brings me to my last point in respect of the post Brexit, post Trump scenario – press 
and media. Never have I read or heard so much drivel spoken or being written on a range of 
important issues than I have on these two subjects. That’s the way it appears anyway and social 
media has joined in the fun too. It is as if the only thing that the vast majority of those that write, 
speak or broadcast on these subjects have in their minds is that it MUST at all costs be opposite 
and negative to the ‘conservative’ or status quo view.  
 
Leading the left wing dominated plot to paint the US president elect Trump as a potential danger 
to world peace and stability and one who might well lead to US, nay global, economic recession 
comes the BBC. Now, in saying this I am not suggesting that US channels have behaved that 
much better or that, here at home, ITN or Sky have that much to be proud about either. Funnily 
enough they all have one thing in common – while they produced countless hundreds of hours 
broadcasting and many thousands of written lines putting the fear of god into the prospect of a 
Trump win at the presidential election last week, all of them failed to predict that he would win.  
 
For the BBC, which is supposed to be a national asset financed by the licence payer, I find the 
attempted creation of fear and foreboding in respect of a Trump election very concerning 
indeed. It is to an extent almost a repeat of how the BBC, amongst others, failed to predict a 
Conservative Party win at the last General Election in May last year and indeed, a Brexit vote in 



June of this year. In terms of output, BBC viewers and listeners have been paying the price for 
the shock of the various election and referendum votes ever since and it seems that the only 
answer that the BBC’s left wing leaning army of journalists can do is to provide whatever 
hostages to fortune they can in the form of presenting negatives.  
 
Arguably, in its supposed quest to present both sides of the argument, we are well used to the 
BBC challenging every minister, every department, every policy and every strategy put forward 
by government. The implication is seemingly always that when they have done something then 
it is bound to be wrong so let’s tear it to pieces and that when they [government] have not done 
something and that the BBC thinks they should have then they are equally fair game to tear 
apart.  
 
I suppose what worries me most is that probably one half of the news stories presented by the 
BBC today are not really news but moreover, comment and opinion by one particular journalist. I 
accept that the fault lies more in the editorial staff at the BBC who decide the bias of the various 
arguments they are looking for from their journalist staff that it is the journalists themselves who 
are to blame but I tire of listening to one sided opinion from those that have a vested interest in 
doing an elected government down.  
 
The pity is that the BBC has been given its new 
charter without being brought to heel in respect 
of biased and misleading opinion. Better that 
the BBC should do no other than report news 
rather than provide opinion but I recognise that 
is not a possible option. Arguably there is too 
much news already and the sooner the likes of 
24 Hour News channels are dropped the better 
– not than many watch them really and while I 
recognise that business often has BBC News 
Channel on its screens thankfully most of them 
are on mute.   
   
Of course, I cannot ignore the BBC and I listen 
to BBC Radio 4 and a dumbed down, jangled up BBC World Service frequently. The BBC does 
have a job to do and to a great extent it does that job very well, albeit with far too many 
journalists and at far too great expense. I dislike criticising what is a national institution and 
asset and one that should be supporting our nation. But when I see an institution such as this 
playing a part in breaking down society then I start to get very worried about where all this is 
going!     
  
  

Christmas Lunch 
 
The Christmas lunch this year will be held in the impressive surroundings of The Naval & 
Military Club in St. James Square on December 14.  This is a busy time for the In & Out and 
dining seats are limited so please make your booking early.   
 
 Regrettably we must make that point that absent diners will be required to pay…so to make life 
easier for the organisers, please, re-confirm your attendance by December 7.  Cancellations will 
not be possible after that time. 



 

Annual re-union of TAPIO/MOG 
 
The 2016 re-union of TAPIO/MOG held at Denison Barracks, Hermitage 
– home of 77 Brigade - was a real success and the club, on behalf, of its 
Army members has agreed to arrange another get together in 2017.   
 
Club secretary Doreen Cadwallader and David Reynolds are already in 
negotiation over a suitable date and venue. 
 
 Angus Taverner, right, was the principal speaker and he reminded all 
present that the Pen & Sword represents the interests of all who served 
in TAPIO/MOG and welcomed support for club events. 
 

2017 Programme 
 
The monthly light lunch dates for 2017 are confirmed below.  We have been privileged to host 
some very interesting speakers in the current year and will continue to seek a list of high 
powered guests in the new year.  We have repeated a request to Commander 77 Brigade to 
dine with us and reveal progress through the CO of No. 5 Column, Rolf Kurth.  Mike Peters is 
also talking with the Chair of the Defence Select Committee, Dr. Julian Lewis 
  
Mike and John Boyes are working on the lunch programme which will be a mix of politicians, 
journalists, serving officers and media operations specialists.   We anticipate the lunches will be 
held in London military clubs although any suggestions for a military mess in London are 
welcomed.   There have been a number of requests for these lunches to be held outside of 
London.  If sufficient interest is forthcoming, then this can be possible.  Any volunteers to 
organise a West Midland meeting. 
Lunch Dates for your diary 
 
January 17:  February 15:   March 14:  April 12:   May 10:   
June Recess: July Recess:   August Recess:   
September 12: October 11: November 14:  December 13 
 

Normandy 
 
As in 2016 there will be a summer recess but plans are afoot for a number of special events 
during June-August.  One group of club members is looking to visit Normandy in June to 
undertake a battlefield tour following the routes of particular regiments from beach to bocage.   
In researching the trip Mike Peters came across information from the Living History Group that 
re-enacts the work of the Army Film & Photographic Unit.   See story below: 
 
The plan is based on a number of personal vehicles visiting selected sites along the invasion 
beaches over a three or four-day period.   Occupants of each vehicle to share the costs of ferry 
and fuel etc.   We are seeking accommodation in a hotel where we can all get together in the 
evenings.  Interest to Mike Peters -  michaelpcoms@btinternet.com 
 

mailto:michaelpcoms@btinternet.com


 
Beating Retreat 
 
Current planning for June includes the annual Beating of Retreat on Horseguards.  This is 
another spectacular and comes at a low-ticket price to attend.   Names are now being gathered 
for a post event get together. This could be at a local restaurant/pub.    If you are interested 
contact Doreen Cadwallader –  Doreen.Cadwallader@btinternet.com 
 
 
Edinburgh Tattoo 
 
Initial discussions have started on a visit to the Edinburgh Tattoo in the autumn.   While 
appreciating that this could be an expensive outing several members have indicated they were 
already planning to attend with spouses or partners.  For those who have not attended the 
Tattoo it is a spectacular that should be on your bucket list.   

 

mailto:Doreen.Cadwallader@btinternet.com


Says Mike Peters: “Tricia and I went in 2015.  The ambience in the city was fantastic and I can 
only say that as we sat in the evening glow over the Castle awaiting the start the anticipation 
among the audience was palpable.  As the floodlights sprang to life there was a concerted gasp 
as they revealed the splendours of the massed bands.   It is a night to remember.” 
 
 
A CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
 
AFGHANISTAN-Britain ‘s war in Helmand : ISBN : 978-0-9557813-3-9. 
By David Reynolds 

If you served in Bagram, Kabul, Kandahar or 
Helmand or have a friend or family member who 
did, then this book will be of interest to you. As 
well as the wider Army it documents the role of 
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines and RAF with 
particular focus on the reservist medical teams 
who flew out to Helmand to evacuate the 
wounded. 

 It is the first historical account of Operation 
HERRICK and explains why British troops in 2006 
suddenly faced a much larger enemy than they 
had expected It also reveals that the plan to 
deliver a so called 'ink spot' of security and 
stability around Gereshk and Lashkar Gah, which 
received harsh media criticism, failed because the 
UK commander was forced to support the 
Governor of Helmand and reinforce security in the 
District Centres across Sangin, Now Zad and 
Garmsir with troops.  

The book also highlights the courage of soldiers 
in 2 RIFLES who on 10 July 2009 faced one of the most difficult days in the Regiment's recent 
history when a patrol was hit twice within an hour by separate 'daisy chains' of IEDs, which 
killed five soldiers and injured seven - one of those who died was Rfn William Aldridge , later 
named as the youngest man to die in Helmand. General Sir Nick Carter, Chief of the General 
Staff, has written a foreword for the book and states that Afghanistan defined a generation of 
young men and changed the British Army. He also explains and highlights the achievements of 
UK forces and explains how difficult it is to define success.  

The book is currently being sold in major bookshops and has a cover price of E25, but we are 
discounting the cost to E20 including post and packing to members of the Pen and Sword Club. 
To order simply email (david@dramedia.co.uk) and a copy and invoice will be sent out to you or 
call 01752 403333 with a card payment. Orders can also be received by sending TXT to 07808 
962657.By Email to david@dramedia.co.uk Or by calling the office direct on 01752 403333. 
Cheques payable to DRA Books and send to: DRA Books, Sherwell House, 54 Staddiscombe 
Road, Plymouth, PL9 9NB 

mailto:david@dramedia.co.uk


A Book on TAPIO/MOG(V)? 
 
David Reynolds has raised the possibility of a book on the founding and work of the TAPIOs and 
the decision to go down the MOG route.  A number of discussions took place on this subject a 
few years ago. Shall we see if we can raise enough anecdotes etc. to go into print?  Suggestions 
to David Reynolds and Mike Peters. 
 
 

At the Movies 
 
Two, much anticipated, war films will be released soon.  
Pegasus Bridge and Dunkirk.  While I am sure that the Army’s 
cameramen will not get a mention in either there are historic 
connections to TAPIO/MOG at Caen.    
 
The film, The Longest Day, devoted some 15 minutes to the 
crucial Operation Deadstick to take the bridges on the Orne 
and the Caen Canal which indicated its significance to the 
success of the invasion.  The annual ceremonies at Pegasus 
Bridge and the surrounding stories are now essential points 
for airborne forces.   The Glider Pilot Regiment was to earn 
glory for its pinpoint landings and a comment from an Air 
Marshal that their flying was probably some of the best of the 
war. 
 
But you may ask why there is no moving footage of the 
operation.  Where was AFPU at the time?  The answer is 
simple and comes from one of our club members.  Nigel 
Smales has become an expert in the work of the Army Film & Photographic Unit and has written 
a book about his father Sergeant Eddy “Smiler “Smales who went on to earn a deserved 
reputation for his work in uniform and later in pioneering TV news gathering. 
 
Smiler was nominated to fly in on the operation with his movie camera.  He trained with the Ox & 
Bucks and would have landed with their headquarters group at 0355 if he had not sprained his 
ankle a few days earlier leaping out of a glider in a rehearsal of the landing.    
 
Smiler was not allowed to fly and, as a consequence he was held behind barbed wire at Burford 
Camp on Salisbury Plain with others who had knowledge of Operation Overlord. 
 
Two AFPU stills cameramen did parachute with the vanguard of the airborne operations on the 
east flank of the beaches at 0500 on June 6.  Sgt Jimmy Christie landed at Ranville with 13 Para 
and Sgt David Reynolds (Canadian AFPU) went in with 1st Canadian Para Brigade.  They were 
the first Allied photographers to land on D-Day. 
 
Says Nigel:  I believe some newsreel cameramen and press photographers were aboard later 
gliders but no AFPU or CFPU reinforcements covered the operations of 3,5, and 13 Para, 1 
Canadian Para or the Ox & Bucks.   Dad was not out of action for long.  He arrived in Normandy 
on D-Day +6.  His first assignment was to cover the 2nd B, Royal Warwickshires clearing pockets 
of resistance around Caen. 
 



 

Award for Tony  

Flt Lt Tony Newton, OC Media Flight, 602 (City of Glasgow) Sqn RAuxAF has been awarded a 
Chief of the Air Staff Fellowship. He believes that he is the first Part Time Volunteer Reserve to 

receive the award, and encourages others to apply. " I just happened to 
be looking at the noticeboard at RAF Boulmer while waiting for my wife, 
and saw a calling notice for the various CAS Fellowships. As I scanned 
down the page, most weren't relevant to me but my eye stopped at the 
description of the Park Fellowship (named for Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Keith Park) which I re-read several times: it allowed part-time study at 
any university and fitted my availability and timescale exactly. The 
application and outline of proposed research took a lot of groundwork, 
but it clearly hit the spot." Tony is now into his first year of a two-year 
Masters in Medical Law and Ethics at the University of Edinburgh Law 
School. 

Suez: Propaganda and Persuasion 
 
Sixty years ago, this month the world, was stunned.  Britain, France and Israel had 
invaded Egypt.  The Suez Crisis as it became known  remains a lesson in media 
mismanagement.   For those who believe the UK Armed Forces should expand its 
capabilities in soft warfare skills then a good start is Professor Tony Shaw’s book – 
Eden, Suez and the Mass Media: Propaganda and Persuasion during the Suez Crisis. 
 
For Britain, the Suez crisis of 1956 was - along with the 1938 Munich crisis - the most divisive 
and controversial episode of the twentieth century. Centred on a narrow man-made canal linking 
the Mediterranean with the Red Sea, the Suez crisis caused fighting on London's streets, split 
families and friendships and destroyed a prime minister. It tested the government's propaganda 
skills to the full and pushed the mass media's independence to breaking point, wrote Harvard 
Professor, Robert Shaw. 
 
For many, 'Suez' symbolises the end of the British Empire and its spectre has haunted British 
governments for two generations. 'Eden, Suez and the Mass Media' examines the battle for 
hearts and minds waged through the mass media during the Suez crisis.  
 
It explains why the British government assigned such a critical role to propaganda and charts 
how Prime Minister Anthony Eden sought to use the press and broadcasting as instruments to 
destroy Egypt's leader, Gamal Abdel Nasser.  
 
The book dispels the myth that Fleet Street and the BBC were mere ciphers for public opinion 
and reveals how Eden's strategy disastrously backfired, trapping him into the notorious pact of 
collusion with the French and Israelis.  
 
This definitive history of the media's role in the Suez crisis also draws interesting parallels with 
the Iraq War, which Shaw argues bears an uncanny resemblance to the earlier conflict. 



Reviews: 'an admirable analysis of one of the great issues of 
broadcasting history: whether and how the British Government 
interfered with broadcasting at the time of the Suez Crisis of 
1956 and how the BBC resisted them.  
 
Dr Shaw provides a convincing demonstration of the way in 
which manipulation of the news was an essential component of 
the Prime Minister's efforts to camouflage his preparations for 
a military attack on Egypt following Nasser's nationalisation of 
the Suez Canal.'  

Dr. Shaw is Reader in International History at the 
University of Hertfordshire. His publications include 
'British Cinema and the Cold War: The State, Propaganda 
and Consensus' (I.B.Tauris). He has also written an 
account of Hollywood's propaganda role during the Cold 
War, and a history of British government propaganda 
during the Cold War.  

Don’t get left behind, says Louise 

A big Well Done to Louise Mendonca for her new book on 
video production, The Play Button.  Says Louise, 
“’Producing quality video content is harder than it looks”, 
observed a client of mine last summer whilst we were in 
the middle of a shoot. It's certainly true and not the first 
time I'd heard this said.  

“The future is 'video, video, video' as observed by Nicola 
Mendelsohn, Facebook's VP for EMEA. She's right, and 
there are many businesses out there who know they need 
to join the video revolution but don’t know where to start 

“I couldn’t find a solid blueprint for businesses to use so 
I’ve written one! The Play Button is the essential guide to creating valuable video content for 
every department in every business.  

In the book you'll find out: “Why you need video for your organisation; the different ways you 
can use video; how quality video can increase your profits; whether to go DIY or choose a 
professional production company; how to work with a video production partner; your role in the 
production process; how to get ROI on your digital video library and case studies too. 

“I have a Video coming out soon (I do practice what I preach - just wanted to give you advance 
notice!), but in the meantime, visit www.theplaybutton.guide and get a launch promo offer of free 
worldwide postage with the promo code VIDEO2016. 

“However large or small the business you own or work in, don't get left behind....Th 
Observation Post 

 

http://www.theobservationpost.com/blog/
http://www.theobservationpost.com/blog/


 

 

THE OVERLOOKED REMEMBRANCE – THE BRITISH ARMY LEARNS 
LESSONS FROM THE SOMME 

This November is the centenary of the end of the battle of the Somme, one of the battles selected 
to commemorate the First World War by the UK Government, writes Major Frank Baldwin, One 
of the most impressive acts of Remembrance has been overlooked by the media and the 
public.  On 10th November on BBC Radio 4 General Tim Cross, reminded listeners that one 
reason for Remembrance is to learn the lessons of the past.  

One of the eternal, if pessimistic, truths is how rarely people learn from history. So it ought to be 
news when the armed forces actually do try to see what lessons can be learned from the 
past.  That is what the British Army did in mid-September, entirely unremarked and ignored by 
the media.  This is a pity. Not only is it comforting to know that the sacrifices were not ignored, 
but many of the lessons uncovered ought to be considered by the politicians who set defence 
policy and the public who elect them. 

The Army’s Operation Reflect Staff Ride Somme 2016 spent two weeks exploring the story of the 
battle of the Somme and learn the lessons for the current day. This was not a battlefield tour or a 
pilgrimage, but a serious professional study of the battle as a case study of the British Army in a 
war against a “first class peer enemy”, coalition warfare, development of tactics and technology, 
men in battle and supporting the army. It is very apposite to prepare for the worst, given the 
uncertainties of the current international situational politics. 

This was a consultancy exercise involving some 200 Lieutenant Colonels, Majors and Warrant 
Officers mainly from the British Army, but with representatives from the French, German, 



Commonwealth and US Armed forces, the RAF and the Civilian MOD. It was supported by 
battlefield historians from the British Commission for Military History, including the “OP” and input 
from French and German historians. 

The OP was struck by the fresh perspective from French and German historians. Even now 
much British military history written about the Somme ignores the French. The first book in 
English that sought to give anything like a fair balance between the British and French 
contribution to the battle was William Philpott’s “Bloody Victory” published as recently as 2010. 
The set text for the exercise was Dr. Matthias Strohn’s “Somme Companion,” published for the 
exercise and featuring contributions from some of the historians taking part. 

It was interesting to see the First Day of the Somme from the Belvedere de Frise, taken by the 
French 6th Army with only a fraction of the casualties suffered by the British further north, and to 
explore why this was. Few Britons, even professional historians are familiar with the capture of 
Bouchavesnes by the French in September 1916. Yet this high point of French endeavour on the 
Somme was the context for the first use of tanks by the British a few miles North West and a few 
days later. 

This wasn’t just an intellectual exercise. The best part of a day was spent in acts of 
commemoration and Remembrance at the German cemetery at Rancourt and the Anglo-French 
memorial at Thiepval led by senior British French and German general officers. 

It was a pity and a surprise that there has been no media coverage of this huge exercise in 
remembrance and reflection. The public ought to know that our military institutions have 
committed serious time and effort to try to learn lessons from the past – real institutional 
Remembrance. 

Frank Baldwin is a battlefield historian, a member of the British Commission for Military History 
and member of the Guild of Battlefield Guides. www.frankbaldwin.co.uk   

 

 

Delete 
 

 

 


